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What’s happening in the next few weeks?
Parents’ Evening (9-13th Nov): Class teachers are looking forward to speaking to

parents and carers next week. The majority of these meetings are being held by
video call. Please ensure you login a few minutes before your appointment as the
meeting will start promptly. Prior to the meeting, you will be sent a report card for
your child, along with some other useful information, which the
teachers will talk you through. The meeting will be 15 minutes long 10 minutes for the teacher to tell you how your child has settled and
how they are doing in their learning plus an additional 5 minutes to
answer any questions you may have.
Remembrance (11th Nov): This week the children have been making
poppies, which will be used to create a whole school display, ready for
Remembrance day next week.
Children in Need (13th Nov): We are inviting the children
to support Children in Need by wearing either a Pudsey tshirt, pyjamas or something spotty or yellow. Parents and
carers are invited to make a donation through School Money
where a shop item has been created.
Anti-Bullying Week (16-20th Nov): Within our PSHE curriculum, we will be marking anti-bullying week. The focus this
year is ‘Uniting against bullying’ and we will be talking about what
unites us as a school. We will be linking our work to our school
value of ‘Nurture’. We would like all the children to wear odd
socks on Friday 20th November to close our Anti-Bullying Week.

Congratulations & Thank you
A huge well done to all the children who
received an
at the
end of last term. The children have returned to school
superbly and should feel very proud.
Thank you to everyone who supported our
first
. It was a fantastic way to finish our first half term. We
raised £100 from the donations made which
will be used within our new library. We hope our prize winners
are enjoying their new books.

Wednesday 4th November

Newsletter
We hope everyone had an enjoyable half term break. Although only a week long, a great deal
changed both locally and nationally. Derby has moved into the ‘high’ COVID alert level – also
known as tier two—and we are expecting the second lockdown to come into force on Thursday. Despite the local and national changes, school remains open to all pupils and this is not
expected to change. At this stage it is not known if schools will receive any additional guidance with regards to safety measures but for the children we are sure very little will change.
School remains compulsory for all children. This is great news as we want to see the children
in the classroom with their teachers which is where we know they learn best. Should the
children need time away from school, due to self-isolation, then the children are expected to
continue learning remotely through Seesaw and Microsoft Teams so that they do not miss out
on their learning. When they are able to return to school, the children will be able to join in
with their class without feeling that they missed anything.
Parents and carers will be aware that schools have received some additional ’Catch-up’ funding to support the children’s return to school and to help support any missed learning. School
have been able to utilise this additional funding to have more adults in school to reduce the
adult:pupil ratio, so there are more adults to help, and to provide small group interventions.
With so many great opportunities in school, we must work together to do everything possible
to keep the children in school and learning. This will mean following the Tier 2 and lockdown
rules which reduces the risk of the virus disrupting the children’s learning any further.

Although we have returned to school in Tier 2, the routines in
school haven’t changed. We will continue to wash and sanitise
hands regularly throughout the day. Over the half term holiday, we had some additional sinks installed outside on the
playground to help with all the additional handwashing that is
taking place.
In school, we are doing everything possible to keep everyone safe and to
keep the school open. When the adults are moving between the different
environments in school, they are wearing face-coverings and we are also
wearing them when we are outside on duty.
All schools have been asked to ensure that the windows in the classroom
are kept open. This is to ensure that there is a constant supply of fresh air and the air is
moving throughout the room. The scientific research strongly suggests this reduces the risk
in our classrooms. Whilst we want everyone to stay safe, we also want to ensure that everyone stays warm. We have turned school heating up to full to try and compensate. Parents
and carers are asked to ensure the children layer up with the colder weather.
For example, children wearing leggings or tights under their trousers and
vests and long-sleeved t-shirts under their school jumpers will make a huge
difference. Those with thermal vests or thermal tights are encouraged to
wear them. The children are now having their lunch inside—the older children are eating in their classrooms and the younger children are eating with
their bubble in the hall.

